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Kenneth F. Bierly 
Resume of Experience and Education 

Professional Accomplishments 
Awards 
 2013 Pacific Northwest Region U. S. Forest Service, Special Appreciation Award, Program Partnership  
 2012 International River Foundation, Thiess Riverprize winner for Willamette River Initiative 
 2012 Ecological Society of America, ESA Regional Policy Award for Informing Policy with Ecological 

Science  
 2012 U.S. Forest Service, Collaborative Aquatic Stewardship Award 
 1997 Vice President Al Gore, Hammer Award 
 1992 Environmental Law Institute, National Wetlands Award 

  Non-Profit Boards 
 2014-2017 Glenn Gibson Creek Watershed Council  
 2015-2017 Institute for Applied Ecology 
 2013-2017 Nellie Thompson-Dorothy Patch Scholarship Fund 
 2017 Straub Environmental Center Advisory Board 

 

Public Boards 
 2002-2004 Chair, Environmental Commission –Salem, Oregon 
 2015-2017 Fish passage Task Force – Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 2015- present Institute for Applied Ecology, Chair 

 
Bierly & Associates LLC 2013 - present 

• Harney Basin Integrated Water Resource Management Plan technical writer 
• Strategic Plan for Harney County Wate3rshed Council 
• Strategic Plan for Tillamook Bay Watershed Council 
• Assistance with Lower Nehalem Community Trust acquisition of Bott’s Marsh 
• Grant facilitation for Winter Lake tidegate restoration project 

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 1999 - 2013 
 As Deputy Director oversaw the development of staff and program for the newly developed agency 
 Developed grant program offerings, evaluation criteria and procedures 
 Supervised contracts to develop land acquisition and restoration priorities 
 Reviewed policies and proposed actions with the OWEB Board 
 Coordinated with other agencies in the implementation of the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds 
 Led the Willamette Initiative for OWEB, coordinating with Meyer Memorial Trust and Bonneville 

Environmental Foundation. 
 Established an applied research project review process with OSU Sea Grant Program. 
 Provided tribal coordination for OWEB 

 

 Governor Kitzhaber Staff, Governor’s Watershed Enhancement Board Program 
Manager 1996-1999 
 Contracted for and oversaw the development of the Oregon Watershed Assessment Guide 
 Technical lead for legislative interaction with Oregon Legislature for a portfolio of natural resource agencies 



 

Kenneth F. Bierly 
during legislative sessions 1997 and 1999 

 Developed and negotiated the Oregon Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) with U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

 Governor’s staff for the Healthy Streams Partnership to integrate water quality and salmon recovery 
 Participant in the development of the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds 

 

 Wetlands Program Manager, Oregon Division of State Lands 1983-1996 
 Drafted Administrative rules for wetland and waterway permitting 
 Provided administrative enforcement of state wetland and waterway alteration laws 
 Agency technical lead for Oregon Freshwater Wetlands Act during legislative session in 1989 
 Development of agency Wetlands Program 
 Provided testimony to Oregon legislative committees, administrative law judges, and state court settings on 

Oregon wetlands laws 
 Testified before the U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources on the reauthorization of the 

Clean Water Act 
 Developed detailed technical comments on the Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual 
 Project Manager for Astoria Airport Mitigation Bank 
 Responsible for review of wetland delineations by consultants 

 

Wetland and Waterway Resource Consultant 1974-1983 
Montagne & Associates, Inc., Montagne-Bierly & Associates, Inc., Bierly & Associates, Inc. 
 Environmental Impact evaluation of proposed offshore oil platform fabrication facility, Warrenton, Oregon – 

Client Brown & Root, Inc. 
 Wetland delineation and Estuary Planning information for Grays Harbor Estuary Management Plan, Grays 

Harbor, Washington – Client Wilsey & Ham, Inc. 
 More than 200 consulting assignments throughout the Pacific Northwest for private and public clients with an 

emphasis on wetland and waterway resources and regulation 

Education 

1972 M.S. 
Colorado State University,  
Ft. Collins, Colorado 

1966 B.S. 
Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon 

Thesis 

Meadow and Fen Vegetation of Big Meadows, Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado 1972 

Publications 
Boule, M.E. and K.F. Bierly. 1987. History of estuarine wetland development and alteration: what have we 
wrought? Northwest Environmental Journal. 3(1): 43-61. 
Bernert, J.A., J.M. Eilers, B.J. Eilers, E. Blok, S.G. Daggett and K. F. Bierly.  1999. Recent wetlands trends 
(1981/82-1994) in the Willamette Valley, Oregon, USA. Wetlands. 19(3): 545-559. 
Flitcroft, R.L., D.L. Bottom, K.L. Haberman, K. Bierly, K.K. Jones, C.A. Simenstad, A. Gray, K.S. Ellingson, E. 
Baumgartner, T. J. Cornwell, and L.A. Campbell. 2016. Expect the unexpected: place-based protections can lead 
to unforeseen benefits. Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 26. (Suppl 1):39-59. 
Wiley, Pam, Ken Bierly, Todd Reeve, and Kendra Smith. 2013. When Local Solutions Aren’t Enough: 
A Strategic Funding Partnership to Restore a Large River System. The Foundation Review. 5(1):89-104. 
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INTEREST FORM 
Oregon Agricultural Heritage Commission 

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 

This form is used to obtain general information and qualifications of persons interested in serving on the Oregon 
Agricultural Heritage Commission. This information will be used by the Oregon boards and commissions that recommend 
applicants to the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB), and by the OWEB Board, which will appoint the 
commissioners. 

Applicant Information 

Name Eduardo Contreras 

Affiliation Intermountain West Joint Venture 
Occupation 

 Retired Habitat Program Coordinator 

Mailing address      
Town/City   State OR Zip Code  

Phone Number  Cell or Alternate #       Fax Number       

Email  

Applicant Signature   

By signing above, you certify that: 

 All of the information on this form is true; 
 You are a legal citizen of Oregon and the United States of America; 
 You will accept appointment to the Oregon Agricultural Heritage Commission if selected by the OWEB 

Board; 
 You have an email address and are able and willing to check your email on a near-daily basis and conduct 

some commission business via email; and 
 You will be able to attend scheduled meetings across the state. 
 Position Sought 

Check the box next to each position for which you are currently applying. You may select multiple boxes.  This information 
may be used to contact you for the Rules Advisory Committee or for future vacancies on the commission. 

 Farmer or Rancher (recommended by the State Board of Agriculture) 

 Fish and Wildlife Habitat (recommended by the State Fish and Wildlife Commission) 

 Agricultural Water Quality (recommended by the State Board of Agriculture) 

 Conservation Easements and Similar Land Transfers (recommended by the Land Conservation and Development 
Commission) 

 Indian Tribal Interests (selected by the OWEB Board)  

 Natural Resource Value Interests (selected by the OWEB Board) 
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Statement Of Interest 

Use the space below to explain why you are interested in being a representative on the Oregon Agricultural Heritage 
Commission and why you will be a good commissioner. 

Private agricultural lands play a vital role in sustaining multiple ecosystem services. In the arid West, settlement patterns 
influenced by access to water have concentrated private ownership over some of the most productive and biodiverse 
areas on the landscape. The stewardship of these natural resources by landowners and agricultural producers has been 
integral to the continued persistence of wildlife habitat, clean water, open vistas, and many other natural assets that the 
we all treasure today. Conserving habitat by developing partnerships with agriculture has been a space where I have 
dedicated my career. Many natural resources challenges in Oregon and across west are intertwined with agriculture. 
Through my work, I have learned how agricultural practices interact with the environment and I have found that 
developing solutions that include agricultural producers, systems and practices as a way to conserve and enhance 
ecosystem functions have led to great outcomes in conservation. Working with the Oregon Agricultural Heritage 
Commission to protect special agricultural lands and the many natural resource values they support, would be an 
energizing opportunity and responsibility that I would invest in wholeheartedly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









   

Reference #3  
Bruce Taylor 

Former OAHC Commissioner 

   
  

Please send your completed application via email to april.mack@oweb.oregon.gov or via mail to:  

Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program 

ATTN: April Mack 

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 

     

   

Applications must be sent via email or post-marked by June 30, 2022 in order to be considered for a 
position. 

  



Eduardo Contreras 
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Education 
 
The University of Montana-Missoula, MT                                                 2009-2013 

● B.S. Wildlife Biology with Honors: Terrestrial Option 
● B.S. Resource Conservation with Honors: Range Management and Grassland 

Ecology 
● GPA: 3.44  

 
Professional Experience  
 
SONEC Conservation Delivery Coordinator                   November 2018-Present 
Intermountain West Joint Venture-Klamath Falls, OR  

● Coordinate wetland habitat conservation efforts for migratory birds on public 
and private lands in Southern Oregon and Northeastern California (SONEC). 

● Collaborate with state, federal, tribal, NGO’s, and private landowners to fund 
and implement habitat enhancement and restoration activities.  

● Oversee strategic private lands habitat conservation program focused on 
irrigation practices benefitting migratory birds. Manage two private land habitat 
biologists.  

● Developed successful proposal for a $3.8 million NRCS Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP) grant focused on wetlands in the Klamath Basin. 
Coordinated implementation of $2.6 million RCPP grant focused on irrigated wet 
meadows across SONEC. 

● Build momentum for conservation easements in SONEC through partnerships 
with land trusts, agencies, local conservation groups, and landowners. Assist land 
trusts with securing funding for conservation easement acquisition. 
 

SGI Range & Wildlife Conservationist      January 2014-October 2018 
Pheasants Forever/NRCS-Mountain Home, ID        

• Implemented Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Farm Bill Programs 
with a focus on the Sage Grouse Initiative (SGI) 

● Worked closely with agricultural producers to implement numerous habitat 
projects that complement agricultural operations on private and public lands. 

● Planned, implemented and monitored structural, vegetative and management 
conservation practices on rangelands to improve wildlife habitat 

● Collaborated with various agencies and organizations including: US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Idaho Fish and Game, Idaho Department of Lands, Bureau of 
Land Management, Idaho Governor's Office of Species Conservation  

● Conducted outreach for Farm Bill programs, applied for grants and funding, led 
and assisted with workshops and tours, and developed outreach materials. 



Eduardo Contreras 
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Ranch Intern               May 2013-October 2013 
Clark Fork Coalition-Deer Lodge, MT 

● Assisted on all aspects of operating a conservation-focused, cow-calf and grass-
finished beef operation 

● Haying: irrigating, swathing, bailing, stacking 
● Livestock: moving, feeding, branding, sorting, doctoring 
● Applied progressive agricultural practices: temporary and permanent electric 

fence, cell grazing, range riding, soil moisture monitoring  
● Applied riparian conservation practices: planting riparian vegetation, riparian 

fencing, maintaining water developments, managing livestock distribution. 
 

Rangeland Research Technician            October 2012-May 2013 
University of Montana-Missoula, MT 

● Provided plant data summaries for developing a Rangeland Vegetation Simulator  
● Reviewed scientific literature and collected information on plant characteristics 

and response to management and disturbance. 
● Formatted and edited reports. Produced maps and geospatial files. 

 
Rangeland Conservationist Intern              July 2012 
U.S. Forest Service-Bishop, CA 

● Monitored grazing allotments: fencing, lessee compliance 
● Conducted vegetation inventories and identified vegetation in the field 
● Collected measurements on grazing utilization 

 
Wrangler/Mule Packer        Summers 2010, 2011, 2012 
Rock Creek Pack Station-Bishop, CA       

● Guided day rides and multi-day horse packing trips 
● Hosted clients in backcountry camps. 
● Cared for horses and mules. 
● Observed U.S. Forest Service, Wilderness, and National Park Service stock grazing 

and outfitter regulations 
● Trained new employees 

 
Boards and Community Activities 

Klamath Lake Land Trust-Board Recruit       2022-Present 
HDTR Chapter, Back Country Horsemen of Oregon-Board Member   2020-Present 
Harney Basin Wetlands Collaborative–Participant       2018-Present 
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Umatilla County Soil & Water Conservation District 
1 SW Nye Ave. Suite 130 Pendleton, Oregon 97801 
Supervisor: Kyle Waggoner; 541-278-8049  
CREP Technician: July 2016 – November 2016 
Worked with NRCS staff for project specification design, monitoring, implementation, inspection 
and status reviews. Utilized NRCS Customer Service Toolkit, ArcMap, and WIN-PST in the 
documentation and management of conservation plans and technical assistance. Conducted 
Stream Visual Assessment Protocol (SVAP2) for analysis of Oregon CREP eligibility and for 
design of NRCS Conservation Practices. On-the-job training from the NRCS State Soil Scientist 
for field soil testing and soil survey report interpretation. Cultivated a working knowledge of the 
NRCS Field Office Technical Guide to create job sheets for contracted practices and to review 
practice standards. Provided professional technical assistance to landowners and managers, 
regarding natural resource concerns.  Communicated and worked directly with landowners and 
operators through face-to-face contact, telephone, and written correspondence. Assisted with 
inventorying and surveying projects to help develop conservation practice designs for 
implementation. Conducted outreach on natural resource issues, water quality, and 
conservation activities at workshops, seminars, fairs, and conventions. Application of numerous 
environmental and cultural resource laws, regulations and policy in relation to trust 
responsibilities. 
 
University of Idaho – Office of Research Assurances 
875 Perimeter Dr. Moscow, Idaho 83844 
Supervisor: Arch Harner; 208-885-2142  
Administrative Coordinator: August 2015 – September 2016 
Laboratory Animal Technician: September 2013 – August 2015 
Began employment as a laboratory animal technician; applied for and gained promotion to 
administrative coordinator. Interim coordinator for the university-wide conflict of interest program. 
Researched federal regulations and interpreted for coworkers and investigators. Provided oral 
and written communications to investigators on federal regulations. Developed and maintained 
an information and document management system for organizing and cataloging 
correspondence, contracts, and agreements. Supported research compliance committees by 
processing protocol applications, maintaining records databases, and issuing notifications to 
researchers. Managed web content and social media presence for the Northwest Knowledge 
Network, a big data service center. Coordinated appointment and travel schedules for staff. 
Arranged meetings and scheduled training events for both large and small groups. Supported the 
communication and production processes of a project management and research compliance 
system. Wrote news articles for departmental newsletter. Managed colonies of research animals, 
including mice, rats, guinea pigs, kangaroo rats, and zebra fish. Applied and interpreted federal 
regulations and university policies to deliver excellent animal care. Worked with diverse 
individuals from varying backgrounds at all organizational levels to ensure successful 
collaboration. Provided customer service to UI researchers and applied interpersonal skills to 
create mutually beneficial relationships. 
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Washington State University – Department of Animal Sciences 
1815 NE Wilson Rd., Pullman, Washington 99164 
Supervisor: Dr. Margaret Benson; 509-335-1521 
Animal Care Facility Manager: September 2011 – September 2013 
Managed the swine center and a research animal vivarium, including husbandry of mice, rats, 
rabbits, chickens, sheep, swine, and cattle. Mediated between veterinarians and investigators to 
ensure best care and use of research animals. Performed liaison activities with internal and 
external researchers. Explained meat processing practices to buyers and 4-H youth. Interpreted, 
applied, and explained federal regulations and university policies for the execution of research 
activities. Supported the work of project teams by interpreting and applying research protocols, 
procuring supplies, and organizing and delegating workloads. Balanced and coordinated 
workload for multiple facilities and directly supervised 15 employees. Managed facility budget. 
 
The Scotts – Miracle-Gro Company 
14111 Scottslawn Rd, Marysville, Ohio 43040 
Supervisor: William Barber; 509-952-3231  
Merchandiser and Product Counselor: February 2011 – August 2011; March 2010 – July 
2010; March 2007 – July 2007 
Educated and counseled customers and store employees on chemical uses and application, 
including: herbicides (glyphosate, triclopyr and 2, 4-D); insecticides; fertilizers (N-P-K ratio, 
micronutrients); and soil management and remediation practices. Self-assigned training to 
maintain knowledge of current best practices in agriculture. Provided information on organic 
management practices.  
 

Certifications: 

• National Wildfire Coordinating Group, Wildland Firefighter Type 2. 2018 – Present  

Training: 

• Native American Rangelands Training Initiative, Oregon State University 
o 12 week course on Rangeland Science, covering site evaluation, conservation, and 

sustainable land management 
• NRCS Conservation Planning Course 

o Coursework and fieldwork on NRCS conservation planning documents for certified 
planners  

Community Involvement:  

• Umatilla County Weed Board, Member at Large. 1/2018 – Present  
• Umatilla County 4-H Association Board, President. 5/2019 – 5/2020  
• Pendleton Little League, Volunteer Coach. 2022 

References: 
 
Available upon request
 
 




